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TRADE CONDITIONS AT SAN PEDRO IN 1850. 

A MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 

The following Memorial to Congress, asking that San Pedro be 
made a port of entry and that a custom house be established there, 
is the earliest effort made by the people of Los Angeles to secure 
improvement by the United States Government for that port. A 
copy of the Memorial was filed with the Clerk of Los Angeles 
County, May 30, 1850. (The county had been organized in April 
of that year.) The original draft of the Memorial, numerously 
signed, accompanied by a letter emphasizing the needs of the people, 
was sent to Colonel Thomas H. Benton, United States Senator from 
Missouri, to be presented to Congress. The Memorial sets forth 
the commercial conditions existing in Southern California at that 
time, and therefore has historical value. 

Congress, by an act passed March 3, 1849, extended "the revenue 
laws of the United States over the territory and waters of Upper 
California, and created a collection district therein. San Francisco 
was made a port of entry and a custom house established there, the 
only one in the territory of California. San Diego and Monterey 
were made ports of delivery. The act further provided that "at 
some convenient point within the territory of the United States, to 
be selected by the Secretary of the Treasury, as near as may be to 
the junction of the Rivers Gila and Colorado, at the head of the 
Gulf of California," another port of delivery shall be established. 

The collector of the district, resident at San Francisco, whose 
jurisdiction extended over "all the ports, harbors, bays, rivers and 
waters of the mainland of the territory of Upper California," was 
allowed by Congress the munificent salary of "fifteen hundred dol- 
lars a year and the fees and commissions allowed by law." His 
salary would scarce pay office rent for one month in the flush days 
of '49 and '50, when the rent of a very ordinary two-story adobe — 
the Parker House — was $125,000 a year, and it cost $2 a night for 
floor space enough to spread your blankets for a bed. The salary 
of the deputy collectors at the ports of delivery was fixed at one 
thousand dollars a year and the fees and commissions allowed by 
law. Although office seekers were as hungry for positions then 
as now, there seems to have been no applicants for the position of 
deputy collector at the port of delivery "at or near the junction of 
the Rivers Gila and Colorado." The Yuma Indians were collecting 
revenue in the shape of horses and mules from the immigrants, and 
had no objections when an opportunity offered to collect scalps. 

All violations of the revenue laws of the United States com- 
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mitted in Upper California were to be prosecuted in the District 
Court of Louisiana or the Supreme Court of Oregon. A litigant 
in a suit had the choice of a two-thousand-mile trip "the plains 
across" to Louisiana, or a two-thousand-mile voyage up the coast 
to the Capital of Oregon. The pleadings of the memorialists failed 
to move the solons of Congress. San Pedro was made a port of 
delivery in 1853, but it was many a long year before a custom 
house was established there. J. M. Guinn. 

TO THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE UNITED 
STATES SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENT- 
ATIVES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED. 
The memorial of the undersigned inhabitants of the County of Los 

Angeles in the State of California respectfully represent : 

That for want of a Port of Entry within the district of country 
in which they reside its business and trade labor under the most 
serious disadvantages, its growth and settlement are materially re- 
tarded and great dissatisfaction prevails among the people. 

So numerous and aggravated are the evils which your memorial- 
ists suffer for want of a Port of Entry and a Custom House that 
they can but feel some little delicacy in bringing them to the notice 
of your Honorable body for it is fully believed that in no section of 
the United States has there ever existed obstructions so serious in 
character to the prosperity of trade and commerce and which have 
been so long and so patiently endured by the same number of 
people as that to which your memorialists are and have been sub- 
jected. 

The conditions of the country in which your memorialists reside 
are peculiar and hence results a marked singularity in the state of 
its trade. Its proximity to the mining regions has caused it to be 
substantially denuded of its laboring population and hence although 
strikingly agricultural in its natural features it has for the last 
two years been dependent on a foreign supply for not only the 
greater proportion of its bread stuffs but for even the coarser 
articles such as peas, beans, oats, barley, etc. These are brought 
usually from some of the South American ports, taken to San 
Francisco and thence reshipped to San Pedro. It thus appears 
that not only are the people of this region compelled to obtain the 
more costly fabrics of manufactures at another port but even articles 
of the most common consumption, at what additional cost the fol- 
lowing facts will testify. 

The freight alone from San Francisco to San Pedro for the last 
two years has never been less than twice the amount of what is 
charged for conveying the same articles from New York to San 
Francisco. The expenses upon a cargo of flour for sending it from 
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the warehouse in San Francisco to San Pedro have been as high 
as ten dollars and twenty-ve cents per barrel and have never been 
less than five dollars and seventy-five cents. One of your memorial- 
ists has paid for the expenses of a single cargo of goods from San 
Francisco to San Pedro fourteen thousand dollars. In fine the 
average additional cost upon goods purchased at San Francisco is 
not less than 30 per cent upon their being landed at San Pedro. 

Not alone would this entire amount be saved to your memorial- 
ists by the establishement of a Custom House at San Pedro but 
many articles of trade, which cannot now be procured at all at 
San Francisco would be brought to the former port. The people 
of this region are to a large extent of the Spanish race and whole 
cargoes of goods could be imported from Mexican ports and sold 
at a large advance that are never found at all in the markets of San 
Francisco in consequence of the population there being so essentially 
American in its character. 

Were there a Custom House at San Pedro, cargoes of coffee and 
rice would be brought there from Central America; panocha (a 
coarse kind of sugar) from Mexico, flour from Chili and sugar 
from Peru. To say nothing of the enormous cost of reshipping these 
articles from San Francisco which has already been alluded to, the 
original cost of them at San Pedro would be much less than at the 
former place. In freight alone there would be a material reduction, 
for not only is the voyage some six hundred miles less, but from 
there not being the same inducements and facilities for desertions 
by his crew as at the north, a master could afford to run his vessel 
to San Pedro from a southern port at a much less rate than he 
could to San Francisco. With a bare allusion to the enormous ex- 
penses of unloading and storage at San Francisco and which of 
course is included in the first cost to the purchaser at Los Angeles 
and to the great lapse of time, delay and expense to the merchant 
of the latter place in going north to make his purchases, we pass to 
consider the amount of trade actual and prospective in this country : 
First. The amount of actual sales of goods landed at San Pedro 
for the last two years has been but little short of one million of 
dollars per annum. This amount was formerly much more as it is 
well known that at the time of the old Missions there was more 
business done at the port of San Pedro than at any other port on 
the Pacific north of Acapulco. 

In touching upon the probable increase of trade in this section, 
we cannot withhold alluding to the fact that the district of country 
in which your memorialists reside is infinitely superior to that of any 
other portion of California to sustain a dense population. It con- 
tains without a doubt a larger amount of arrable and irrigable land 
in a single body than any other portion of the state. Its soil is of 
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the best character and is usually well watered. The climate, it is 
fully believed, will compare favorably for salubrity and eveness 
of temperature with those of the finest regions of the south of 
Europe. In no other part of the world will the earth yield the 
same variety of vegetable production as in this. Here may be found 
growing side by side with luxurious fields of the cereals of the north 
the grape, the fig, the orange, the pomgranite, the olive, etc., of a 
tropical clime. Large forests of fine timber abound in many sections. 
The mineral deposits, too, are numerous and valuable; salt, lime- 
stone, mineral tar, tequesquite (a natural salaratus), are found in 
great abundance and of the best quality. All of these natural ad- 
vantages betoken a no distant day when the section of the country 
in which your memorialists reside will be inhabited by a populous 
and intelligent American community. 

Nor is it alone from the operation of these causes that a rapid 
increase of population is anticipated. It is well known that the 
mining districts of California are constantly becoming enlarged 
by new discoveries, already they are worked to great effect at Kings 
River, distant from Los Angeles but about two hundred miles, im- 
portant discoveries of gold have also been made in nearer localities. 
On the road leading to the Great Salt Lake, gold has been found 
in many places and it is believed by numbers that ultimately as 
prolific a mining region will there be found as any within the Sacra- 
mento valley. Should these anticipations prove correct, it can be 
easily seen to what disadvantages the mining districts here would 
labor under from the increased price of goods owing to their being 
no Custom House at San Pedro. 

Your memorialists would now call the attention of your honorable 
body to the fact that the port of San Pedro is the nearest com- 
mercial outlet to the large and highly flourishing community of 
Deseret* This is a fact but lately known even to those people 
themselves. A party under command of General C. C. Rich, one 
of the twelve apostles of the sect of Mormons, came through from 
the Salt Lake valley this last winter for the purpose of surveying 
and measuring the route leading from thence to this section ; and it 
is from their report we learn that their foreign supplies of goods 
must be brought from this locality as it is not only much nearer 
than to San Francisco and the road better but it can be travelled at 
all seasons of the year which the road across the Sierra Nevadas, as 
is well known, cannot as it is inaccessable at least six months out of 
the twelve. So well convinced are the Mormons of this fact that 
they have recently purchased one of the largest ranchos in this 

*The Mormons named their settlement at Great Salt Lake the 
State of Deseret. Congress named it the territory of Utah. At the 
time this memorial was written it was known as Deseret. 
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county with a view of laying out a settlement and founding a town 
thereon. This property they propose taking possession of in August 
next and they are confident in the opinion that in a few years time 
they will have as large a settlement in this country as they now 
have at the Salt Lake valley. 

Your memorialists will allude to but a single fact further in this 
connection ; the county of Los Angeles is the great thoroughfare for 
two of the most important routes of travel from the Eastern States 
and from Mexico. Over these routes flows a throng of immigrants 
so numerous as almost to defy belief. Most of these would pur- 
chase more or less of their supplies from the merchants of Los 
Angeles did not its trade labor under so many disadvantages. 

At least ten thousand Sonoranians pass through here on their 
way to the mines each spring, generally returning to Mexico in the 
autumn. Most of these people live remote from any commercial 
town in their own country and would purchase largely of American 
manufactured goods on their return home, could goods be had 
here on reasonable terms. 

Your memorialists will allude to but a single further considera- 
tion upon this subject, namely, that the port of San Pedro is but 
about one thousand miles (1,000 miles) north of Mazatalan, at that 
port there are received every year large cargoes of foreign goods 
sent directly from Europe and selected with an especial eye to the 
wants of a Spanish population. Were there a Custom House at San 
Pedro a portion of these goodb before being unloaded would be 
brought on to this port and sold to your memorialists not only at 
less than they can be obtained for in San Francisco but even in 
New York. 



